CHAPTER  ELEVEN
THE Nairobi riot of 1922 was a short-lived affair, caused
by a general dissatisfaction with the Hut and Poll Tax and
the enforced carrying of the " Kipande " or native passport.
It resulted in the arrest of the ring-leader, Harry Thuku.
For some time after this the Native Commissioners of the
Colony held a series of barazas or meetings with the
different tribes, where speeches were made of this sort:
" The change from Protectorate to Colony had nothing
to do with higher taxes and lower wages. Higher taxes
were due to the expenses of the war, which everyone had
to share, and lower wages were due to the war because
employers got less for their produce and so could not afford
to pay as good wages as before* If wages had not been
reduced many employers would have been unable to carry
on their business, and some natives would have been unable
to earn any wages at all. The only effect of the change
from Protectorate to Colony was that before, the natives of
this country were foreign people ruled over by the British
King, now they were British subjects just as all Europeans."1
With this interesting expression of orthodox economics
and hollow imperialism, the natives of Kenya were forced
to be content Another interesting " pronouncement" of
this jKdiod was the following, which referred to the new
kws for driving the natives farther into the reserves and
acquiring their land for white settlers:
1 From a governmental periodical.
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